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AIPPI Association Internationale pour la Protection
de la Propriété Intellectuelle

AIPPI — the International Association for the Protection of
Infellectual Property — is the world's leading International
Organization dedicated to the development and
improvement of intellectual property.

It is a politically neutral, non-profit organization, domiciled
in Switzerland and currently has about 9000 Members
representing more than 100 countries.

lts objective is to promote the protection of intellectual
property at both international and national levels.
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ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE POUR LA PROTECTION DE LA PROPRIETE
INTELLECTUELLE

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION OF INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY

INTERNATIONALE VEREINIGUNG FUR DEN SCHUTZ DES GEISTIGEN
EIGENTUMS




AIPPI's members are people actively interested in intellectual property
protfection at a national or international level. They include lawyers,
patent and trademark agents or attorneys, representatives from industrial
corporations as well as judges, academics, scientists and engineers.

AIPPI is organized into 64 National and one Regional Group and membership
is obtained by joining one of these Groups. In countries where no Group
exists, membership is obtained as an Independent Member of AIPPI.

The primary bodies through which AIPPI works are:

the General Assembly, in which all members have a right to
participate and which is responsible for adopting and modifying
AIPPI's rules;

the Executive Commiittee, the principal decision-making body
of AIPPI, which is made up of delegates from all of the Groups -
around 300 in number;

the Council of Presidents, made up of the Presidents of the
Groups plus a representative of the Independent Members as well
as Presidents and Members of Honour; and,

the Bureau which directs the activities of AIPPI; it has eight
members including the President of AIPPI who chairs the Bureauy;
the Vice-President; the Secretary General and a Deputy with
three Assistants, who are responsible for administration and
representation. The Reporter General and two Deputies are also
members who, with three Assistants, organize the scientific work of
AIPPI; and a Treasurer General, in charge of financial resources.

S C ittees: include the Programme Committee
which recommends IP subjects for study; the Finance Advisory
Committee which acts as an internal auditor; the Nominating
Committee which proposes candidates for AIPPI's various elective
positions; the Membership Committee which proposes strategies
to attract new members and fo improve the services AIPPI can
offer to best serve its members; the Communications Committee
which is responsible for AIPPI's website, archives, and external
communications such as e-News.

The General Secrefariat and staff of AIPPI have offices in Zurich, Switzerland.
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Why join AIPPI?

AIPPI work is very effective in assisting the development of intellectual
property protection internationally. It is important for IP owners and users,
who are the clients and employers of specialist IP professionals, that they
are members of AIPPI. AIPPI's meetings offer valuable opportunities
for members to improve their knowledge of developments in intellectual
property on an international basis and to network among other members.
AIPPI offers a wide range of indispensable information for the work of
IP practitioners through its Website, the e-News, the Yearbooks and its
Membership List.
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AIPPI General Secretariat
Toedistrasse 16 | P. O. Box | CH-8027 Zurich | Switzerland
* Telephone: +41 44 280 58 80
» Telefax: +41 44 280 58 85
* mail@aippi.org
* www.aippi.org
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AIPPI was established shortly after the Paris Convention was signed
in 1883.

AIPPI started with an emphasis on Western Europe but, through a
process of continuous development, it has become a truly international
organisation with members from over one hundred countries.

In 1997, AIPPI celebrated its Centenary in Vienna and Budapest.

In its long history, AIPPI has adopted more than 700 Resolutions and
Reports. The presentation of these to infernational GOs, WIPO in
particular, has contributed considerably to the development,
improvement and harmonization of the infernational protection of
intellectual property.
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The objectives of AIPPI are:

to promote understanding of the need for international protection
of industrial and other intellectual property in the broadest sense
(including protection by patents, utility models, design rights, trade
and service marks, copyright, related statutory and non-statutory
rights, and protection against unfair competition);

to encourage further development of the protection of intellectual
property;
to study and compare existing laws and proposed new laws, and

take steps to perfect and harmonize them;

to work for the development, expansion and improvement
of infernational conventions and agreements concerning the
protection of industrial and other intellectual property.

AIPPI pursues its objectives by:

establishing consensus positions on current and important
intellectual property issues;

communicating those positions to international and  regional
Governmental Organizations such as WIPO, WTO, EPO and to
Governments;

organizing congresses and other meetings; and,

creating and distributing publications and other information
relating to its activities.
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The Working Methods of AIPPI

The Programme Committee of AIPPI identifies important IP issues for
study which are then put into the form of numbered Questions.

Working Committees are formed to study each Question. The Reporter
General Team drafts Working Guidelines for each Question: these are
then circulated to all National Groups of AIPPI. The Groups respond
with Group Reports which set out the current legal position on the
Question in their jurisdiction and with their recommendations, if any,
for harmonization of the law. Group Reports are synthesized by the
Reporter General Team into a Summary Report.

The Summary Report and Group Reports form the basis for Working
Comnmittees to prepare draft Resolutions which are then discussed at
Congresses and Executive Committee Meetings. When a consensus is
achieved, final Reports and Resolutions are prepared for debate and
adoption by the ExCo.

In urgent cases, AIPPI's attitude may be determined by correspondence.
AIPPI's Reports and Resolutions are regularly submitted to the relevant
organizations and provide support to AIPPI’s permanent Representatives
and Experts.

AIPPI has Special Committees each of which is responsible for a
particular IP issue of importance: they ensure that AIPPI is informed
promptly about current developments on that issue and that long range
projects of international legal development are monitored.

AIPPI Permanent Representatives act as its ambassadors, liaise with
all important international GOs and NGOs and promote mutual
co-ordination and cooperation. Furthermore AIPPI meets regularly with
officers of FICPI, LES and other international NGOs to discuss issues
of mutual inferest.

AIPPI endeavours to promote the development of national law in
international forums and symposia and by direct consulting work, in
particular, in developing countries.

These co-ordinated efforts for improving and harmonizing intellectual
property protection at international meetings often lead to relationships
beyond the purely professional which in turn deepen mutual
understanding across national borders.

(BARFERF

AIPPI DEBEOHED

Programme Committee 73, a7 & EEARFMOELZRTE L, s L TET%
FOHTET,

R T L TR E1T 9 Working Committee 232 & S 4L £ 9, Reporter General O —
AN, BEIEIEENA RTA U EER L, HFEOMKICHEAM L ET, ZOEZEL L
THEMRIL, FEICBT 2 AEOEIC BT 5 BUEOER 2 BfRe, IO N—FF
A —va iCMF e REREE VT LR—-FE LTI LET, £LT,
Reporter General DF— A3, #EHENTZ I/ N—F LR— a2 F LT, P~V —LK
— MEERLET,

Wiz, = —VLAR— k&I N—T L R— k% ~—2|Z LT, Working Committee 73k
MR LU EHERASPPITEEAS T LADNET . T L AERMNR TERL,
AR LR — PROREEER L, PUTEE R THEH - tIlshE T,

BADOHAIE, AIPPI & LToOREEBERRTROLZEHH Y £, AIPPI O LK
— MU, BIERSR A~ EIMICIRIE SR D & & BT, AIPPI O F RO FE H
FEHR—FLTWET,

AIPPI T, % O @R E ORI E OFRE = & 12 Special Committee % 5% & L .
ZOMEDEH OBFIZ OV THIEICHERNS SO D L H12T 2 & &bz, EEEMRE
BREOEM Y v/ B TEL L IICLTET,

AIPPI O FAEDREE 1T, RO KRMEOEE 2 T U, EEEIICEE R BRI S NGO
LG AR D &L bIC, HAOEEESCH I ARELET, 512 AIPPI iX, FICPI %
LES Z1EZ U &3 2 EEE72 NGO & EMIMICEA 2D, M EICBLOH 5 aiEIc >
WCEE LA TO0ET,

AIPPI i, EFEMR 7 4 — T A0V VR Y 7 A, E25RCR EEIC R D BB T
Wk, ENEOREEZRET LB LT0ET,

9 LIS ERE O Lo n—F T A = a VAR D 1200, EEENRSA 200
U 72 #ARRA 72 55013, BAR B HOIZ L EELRVEIRICEET D Z EnE < MR
& U CEEL 28 2 7 PR ORI b DR > TV E T,




N A

«AIPPI Congresses and Forum/ExCo Meetings take place in
alternate years.

Congresses, open to all Members, are held every two years.
Normally, about 2000 Members attend with around 1000
accompanying persons. Recent and forthcoming venues include
Incheon/Seoul, Toronto, Milan and Cancun. At Congresses,
pending Questions concerning international IP law are discussed
and consensus positions reached on each Question. Also, at each
Congress, Workshops are held on different IP topics; these offer
valuable educational programmes.

Forum/ExCo meetings are held every two years in the years
when there is no Congress. The AIPPI Forum takes place
immediately before the meeting of the Executive Committee
(ExCo). The AIPPI Forum is open to all Members of AIPPI and also
to Non-Members. Educational programmes of current interest are
run during the Forum. At ExCo Meetings, administrative matters
are discussed and active Questions are put into the form of
Resolutions to be voted on and passed. New Questions for future
debate are infroduced.

The Executive Committee convenes at each Congress and
Forum/ExCo Meeting. Similarly, the Council of Presidents convenes
at these meetings. This provides continuity for decision taking.

Both Congress and Forum/ExCo Meetings provide excellent
networking opportunities.
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AIPPI Publications

* Yearbook * e-News * Membership List « Website

AIPPI publishes the results of its substantive work in a
Yearbook, prepared after each Congress or Forum/ExCo
Meeting. It is distributed free of charge to Members and
selected scientific institutions. Non-Members can obtain it
from the General Secretariat at a cost of CHF 30.

International Reports are published in the official languages
of AIPPI (English, French and German). Resolutions are
also published in Spanish. The Group Reporis are generally
published in one language but each is accompanied by
a summary in the other official languages.

To keep the Membership informed, the General Secretari-
at publishes a bimonthly electronic newsletter (e-News). It
includes summaries of recent international developments
as well as articles on recent activities of the international
bodies and national Groups of AIPPI.

The website of AIPPI www.aippi.org is an indispensable
tool for everyone interested in intellectual property. It
includes all substantive Questions which are under active
consideration and access to past Questions dating back
to AIPPI's founding in 1897. It also includes Reports of
AIPPI Representatives to various Meetings and information
on international, regional and national meetings along
with a list of Officers and Committee Chairs. AIPPI's
Membership List is on a protected site for members only.
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